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J OHN MENAUGHTON, Ea; 


FF"HOSE who have ſearched into 
Human Nature have long ſince de- 
termined, that among thoſe of a liberal 
Education, there is no ſuch thing as a 
Perſon entirely good or bad; Virtue and 
N Vice are blended and mixed together in a 
W <4 greater. 
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(i-6 ) 
greater or leſs Proportion in every one; 
and if you would ſearch for ſome parti- 
cular good Quality in its eminent Degree 
of Perfection, you will often find it in a 
Mind where it is darkened and eclipſed 
by a Hundred other irregular Paſſions. 


Men have either no Character at all, 


ſays a celebrated Writer, or it is that of 


being inconſiſtent with themſel ves. 


But one good Effect will immediately 


ariſe from a near Obſervation of Human 
Nature, which is, that we ſhall ceaſe to 


wonder at thoſe Actions Men are uſed to 


reckon wholly unaccountable ; for as no- 
thing is produced without a Cauſe, ſo by 
obſerving the Nature and Courſe of the 
Paſſions, we ſhall be able to trace every 
Action from its firſt Conception to its 
Death; for the Actions of Men follow 
their Paſſions as naturally as Light does 

| Heat, 


67 
Heat, or as any other Effect flows from 


its Cauſe,—_—Reaſon muſt be employed 
in adjuſting the Paſſions, but they muſt 
ever remain the Principles of Action. 


Toba k 110 9h a Toh : 10097 
Some Authors ' confidently aſſert, that 
all Paſſions are in all Men, but all (ſay 
they) appear not in all. Conſtitutian, 
Education, Cuſtom of the Country, Reaſon, 
and the like Cauſes; ma improve or 
abate the Strength of them, -but ſtill the 
Seeds remain, which are ever ready to 
ſprout forth upon the leaſt Encourage- 
ment, an d appear in different Kinds of 
Actions, as they are more or leſs rectiſied 
and ſwayed by Reaſon; but that Paſſiang 
are valuable, and neceflary, plainly ap- 
pears by the Underſtanding being toe 
low and lazy to exert itſelf into Action 
without them; their gentle Gales pre- 
ſerye it from Stagnating and Corruption; 
I and 


111 
ind are as neceſſary to the Health of the 
Mind, as the Circulation of the animal 
| Spirits is to the Health of the Body; 
they keep it in Life,” Strerigth and vi- 
gour ; nor is it poſſible for the Mind to 
perform its Offices without their Aſſiſt- 
ance,——'Theſe Motions are given to us 
with our Being they are little Spirits 
that are boen and die with us — in 
ſome they are mild, eaſy and gentle 
in others, wayward and unruly; yet ſel- 
dom too ſtrong for the Reins of Reaſon, 
and Guidance of judgment. But it is 
obſervable, that in Young Men, if their 
Paſſions are not a little unruly, they give 
ſmall Hopes of their ever being conſider- 
able. The Fire of Youth will of courſe 
abate; and is a Fault, if it can be called 
ſo, that mends every. Day ; but ſurely, 
unleſs a Man have Fire in his Youth, he 
can hardly have Warmth in Old Age.— 
38 We 


( 9 JU 
We ſhould therefore be v cautious, 
leſt while we think to regulate the Paſ- 
ſions, we ſhould quite extinguiſh them; 


for to be without Paſſions, or to 
be hurried away with them, makes us 
equally blind. Thus it is a very groſs 
Miſtake that the Paſſions ſhould be en- 
tirely ſubdued in Youth, for little Irregu- 
larities are ſometimes not only to be bore 
with, but to be cultivated ; ſince they 
are frequently attended with the greateſt 
Perfections; as the greateſt Geniuſes 
have Faults mixed with their Beauties, 
On the other hand, where Reaſon and 
Judgment are dethroned and driven from 
the Human Breaſt, and the whole given 
up to the Poſſeſſion of the Paſſions, in- 


evitable and ſpeedy Ruin muſt ſoon fol- 


low !——An Inſtance of this we had in 


the very remarkable Earl of Rocheſter, 
who, at the Age of Twenty-one, took 
| B his 


(10) 
bis Seat in che Houſe of Lords, and Poſ- 
ſeſſion of a great Eftate This young 
Nobleman was- remarkably- amiable in 
his Perſon - he had infinite Wit and Hu- 
mour, 'and had 'an exquiſite Taſte for all 
the polite Arts and Sciences. With 
theſe Actompliſhments' he made an eafy 
| Conqueſt of every one he addreſs'd, par- 
ticularly the Ladies ——Thus being ſur- 
routided by the witty Rakes of that Age, 
and by a cotiſtant flow of theſe extatic 
Delights; his Brain became ſoon intoxi- 
cated, and he remained to his Death 
quite ſunk and loſt to” Mine" and has 
World. ' | 


7 The unhappy Gentleman who has'oc- 
caſioned "theſe Reflections, though he 
was very agreeable in his Perſon and 


quite accompliſhed, yet he wanted thoſe 
W A ns that formed a Ro- 


cheſter. 


7 
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( 11) } 0 Eh 
chefler... On the contrary, Mr. M. 


Thus, by his outward Foran which avis 
perfectly engaging, and his gentle De- 
meanor, he ſeemed to promiſe the very. 
Reverſe of what was the real Diſpoſition 
of his | Soul, | which Was ſubject to ever 
Blaſt of Paſſion And though there 
was a great Degree of Love and Soſtnęſs. 
in his Compoſnion, yet when ruffled 
and oppoſed, he was ſuddenly trans form- 

All his ſeeming Rationality in- 


Nantly diſappeared; and he became dif+, 
perate and dangerous ! | lt 6 U 


7 


Jahn M. Nagl, El mes et 
of a Merchant at Derry; and his Grand- 
father was an Alderman of Dublin. 
Mr. M. Naughion was educated, in Trinity 
Colkge, When of Age he entered into a 


| B 2 landed 
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landed Eſtate of fix hundred Pounds a. 
Year in the County of Tyrone, which was 
left him by Doctor M*Naughton, his 
Uncle. The firſt Vice he fell into was 
Gaming, by which he very ſoon did great 
Injury to his Fortune; and though he 
continued (as moſt Novices do who play 
with Sharpers) in a conſtant run of ill 
Luck, and was foon obliged to mort- 
gage; yet his Loſſes made no viſible 
Alteration in his Temper. His Pride 
kept him within Bounds there———All 
was placid with the polite. M*Naugh/on ! 
and he loſt his Money to the very laſt, 
with that graceful Compoſure that be- 
came the Man who had a plentiful For- 
tune to ſupport it. During the Courſe 
of that unnatural Paſſion for Gaming, 
the God of Love exerted his Power, 
and he grew paſſionately enamoured 
with Miſs Daniel, the Daughter of the 

| late 


(13) 


late Dean Daniel, and very ſpeedily mar- 
ried her. His very agreeable Perſon 
and ſoft polite Addreſs, inſured him Suc- 
ceſs with the Ladies ; but as Mr. M. 
Naughton's Character was | - generally 
known, the young Lady's Friends took 
all poſſible Care to ſecure her Effects; 
and the Lover was too eager to gratify 
his Paſſion, and too raſh"in'his Temper 
to trouble himſelf about hon MG} 

of Fortune, * ag 1 
4 ˙˙1* | AIG 4 oh ag Dy, Fer 
My Reader will ſuppoſe, that the un- 
avoidable Expences; of a Wife and Ser- 
vants in Dublin (as he purſued his old 
Courſe of Gaming) muſt ſoon increaſe 
his Difficulties, and introduce a new 
Scene of Troubles. It did fo moſt 
fatally, as will appear by the follow- 
ing melancholy Accident: A Sheriff's 
Writ was taken out againſt Mr. M. 
Naugbton 


(14). 
Naughton for ſome large. Debt, and as he 
ſuſpected his Danger, he kept himſelf as 
ſecure at, Home as , poflible, by which 
Means. the Bailiffs could get no admit 
tance,——The Creditor, or ſome: other. 
Perſon, concerned, | hearing this, banden 
80 in Porn Mr. Nun Houſe: 
went in 2 Chair, and appeared like 2 
Gentleman, the Servants admitted him, 
their Maſter was alone ; the Sheriff told 
him he was, his: Priſaner. On this M.. 
Naughton flew: into a Rage, and calling 
out for his Piſtole, he frighted his ꝓoor 
liſtening Wife to-ſuch a Degree, that 
(being near her Time) ſhe fell in Labour 
and died in Childbſe. 
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(15) 
The High Sheriff was greatly and. 
univerſally blamed for this ſeeming | G. 


fcious Behaviour; but chis dreadful Con- 
ſequence threw Mr. M'Naughton into 


ſuch' Diſtraction, that he made ſeveral y 
Attempts upon his Life, and was obliged 

to be attended and watched for ſome” 

Months after. At bis Return from 
the Country, after eighteen Months Ab- 
ſence, he appeared greatly altered, like” 
a Wretch worn with Grief; ſo vety fal-- 
ceptible was that frail Man of the Ex- 
ceſs: of every Paſſion. But this fatal 
Accident, which was near coſting him 
his Life, was attended with one "good" 
Conſequence Ait immediately cur off all © 
Expence and that long Retirement into 
the Country was of ſome Service to his 
troubled Fortunes, and gave him an 5 
Opportunity at his Return to Dublin, to 
appear there like himſelf, in ſome De- 


gree 


(16) 
gree of Splendor. —For Old Time, and 
the Amuſements and Gayety of a Court, 
are the beſt Phyſicians for every Grief! 


There he renewed his old, and; no doubt, 


contracted new Friendſhips — and kept 
moſt faithfully to his favourite Vice, 
Gaming, which he then purſued with 
great Spirit, A Friend of mine gave 
me the following remarkable Inſtance : 
He went to the Caſtle one Friday Night, 
the firſt Winter the Duke of Bedford 
was Lord Lieutenant, and in the Corner 
of one of the Drawing Rooms, where 
there were ſeveral Card-Tables, the pre- 
ſent Earl of and Mr. M Naugb- 


ton were at Piquet together; my Friend 
went up to that Table—at the End of 
that Party, my Lord ſaid his Head ach'd, 
and deſired to give over; Mr. M*Naugh- 
ton ſaid, Well, what do I owe your 
Lordſhip ?— My Lord replied, thirty 


Guineas. 


1 

Guineas.— On which M. Naughron, taking 
out his Pocket-Book, preſented a Banker's 
Bill of fifty Guineas; and my Lord 
counted out twenty Pieces, which lay on 
the Table. — Mr. M*Naughton then ſaid, 
As your Lordſhip's Head achs, I will 
only ask you to play one Game with me 
for thoſe twenty Guineas. My Lord 
was then riſing from his Chair,—and 
looking at them, and then at his Brother 
who ſtood at ſome little Diſtance, he 
called out, Jack, play with M*Naughton 
one Game for : theſe twenty Pieces. The 
Brother took his Lordſhip's Advice, and 
his Seat, and cut for the Deal, which 
he loſt ; and dealing, M*Naughton made 
about thirty . Points, the other about 
twelve ;—then M*Naughton dealing to 
Mr. —— he immediately laid down 
a Repique, and riſing from his Chair, 
ſwept the twenty Guineas into his Waiſt- 

C coat 


(618) 
coat Pocket, and both the Brothers went 
away, leaving the Loſer with a more 
ſmiling, agreeable, ſeeming-ſatisfied Coun- 
tenance, than either of the Winners were 


bleſt with. 


Some few Years before this, when 
Mr. M Naughton had both Charac- 
racter and Intereſt in the World, he 
was appointed Collector for the County of 
Colraine : but the public Money ſoon 


became a dangerous Commodity in the 
Hands of a Gameſter; and when there 
began to be a large Ballance againſt him, 
—he not only loſt that profitable Employ- 
ment, but as he was obliged to get one 
of his late Wife's Relations to be Security 
for him, I hear that Gentleman remains 
at this Day in ſome Trouble on that Ac- 
count, The Loſs of that Employment 

was 


(19) 
was the firſt Mark of public Diſcredit 


that befel this unhappy Man. 
It was about four Years ago, the Pe- 


riod of his reviving from his Troubles, 
that Mr. M*Nawghton made his Addreſſes 
ſecretly to Miſs Marian Knox, Daughter 
of Richard Knox, Eſq; of Proben, in the 
County of Derry, a Gentleman poſſeſſ- 
ed of an Eſtate of about fifteen hundred 
Pounds her Annum; —and as by the Mar- 
riage· Settlement five thouſand Pounds 
was then ſettled on the younger Chil- 
dren, and Miſs Knox having only one 
Brother, and no Siſter, ſhe was entitled 
to the whole five thouſand, even db ſhe 
- diſobliged her Parents by Marriage. 
We muſt add to this Bait, the Beauty 
and Attractions of the young Lady, 


which were remarkable. She was then 
(four Vears ago) about Fifteen, a young 
Lady of the ſweeteſt Temper and per- 

SS 0 fectly 
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fectly accompliſhed, Mr. M*Naughton, 


who was an intimate Friend of her Fa- 
ther's, and a conſtant Viſitor, ſoon ob- 
tained a Promiſe from the young Lady 
to marry him, if he could get her Fa- 


| ther's Conſent, —He was ſoon after encou- 
raged to talk with Mr. Knox on thatSubject, 


who not only abſolutely refuſed his Con- 
ſent, and gave his Reaſons for it,but ſhew- 
ed his Reſentment by forbidding him his 
Houſe, Mr. M. Naughton then, begged 
Mr. Knox would permit him to viſit as 
formerly (as he ſaid it would look ſtrange 
to 'the World to be forbid viſiting a Fa- 


mily all the Neighbours knew he had 


been fo intimate in) and ſolemnly pro- 
miſed upon his Honour, never more to 


think of, or mention this Affair; and 


added, that as he had not ſpoke of it to 
the young Lady, Mr. Knox need never 
do it, and ſo the Affair would be over.— 

wo” : Thus 


(2+) 

Thus was the Father's Eyes and Ears 
once more ſealed up by this bad Man, 
ho continued his Addteſſes to bis 
Daughter, and told her Mr. Knox had 
' promiſed him his Conſent ;—but, he had 
Reaſons for deſiring, no farther mention 
might be made of the Affair for a Year 
or two, till ſome material Buſineſs was 
decided, which he would acquaint him 
with. 
Lady, who now more freely gave way to 
his Paſſion, and again promiſed ſhe would 
marry him as ſoon as that Conſent Was 
obtained. Thus he remained | ſome 
time, conſtantly watching his Opportu- 
nity to compleat his Deſign, —Qne Day 
being with Miſs Knox and a young Gen- 
tleman (a very Boy) in a retired, Room 
in the Houſe, —he preſſed her to marry 
him, proteſting he never could be happy 
till he was ſure of her; and, with an 

Air 


—Thus he deceived, the young 
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( 22 ) 
Air of ſprightly Raillery, pulling out a 
Prayer-Book, he began reading the Mar- 
riage- Service, — and inſiſted on the young 
Lady's making the Reſponſes, which ſhe 
did, but to every one ſhe always added, 
t Provided her Father conſented. ” mo 
Some ſhort time after this, Miſs Knox 


went to a Friend's Houſe on a Week's 


Viſit, —and Mr. M*Naughton being alſo 
an Intimate there, ſoon followed her. | 
Here he fixed his Scene for Aftion ;—— 
here he claimed her and called her his 
Wife, and inſiſted on Conſummation, — 
which the young Lady abſolutely refuſed, 
and leaving the Houſe, went directly and 
informed her Uncle of the whole Af- 
fair —On this Mr. Knox wrote a Letter 


to M*Naughton, telling him what a baſe 
diſhonourable Villain he was, and bid 
him avoid his Sight for ever. Upon 
the Receipt of this Letter, M*Naughton 


adver- 


499. 
advertiſed his Marriage in the public 
News Papers, cautioning any one not to 
marry his lawful Wife, This was an- 
ſwered by a very ſpirited and proper Ad- 
vertiſement from the Father, with an 
Affidavit of the whole Affair from the 
Daughter annexed. Mr. Knox. then 
brought an Action again him in the 
Prerogative Court, to ſet aſide this pre- 
tended Marriage, - which was found only 
to be a Contract; — for the Breach, of 
which, the Party can only be ſued at 
Common Law for the Penalty; be- 
ſides, I believe, the young Lady being 
under Age rendered this Contract in- 
effectual. As at this Time Mr. M*Naugh- 
ton was abſconding from his Debts, and 
could only. appeal to the Court of De- 


legates, and there the former Decree 


was confirmed. In Conſequence, of 
this Decree, Judge Scott iſſued his War- 


rant 
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( 24) 


rant to apprehend him. 


— When 11. 
Naughton heard this, he wrote a moſt 


impudent threatening Letter to the 


Judge,—and, it is ſaid, lay in wait to 
have him murdered, when he was laſt 
at the Aſſizes there. but miſe'd him, by 
the Judge taking another Road. The 
Judge applied to the Lord Chief Juſtice, 
who iſſued out another Writ againſt him, 
and that drove him to Eugland. 


Mr. M*Naughton returned to the 
Country of Ireland laſt Summer, and 
was ſeen conſtantly hovering round Mr. 
Knox's Houſe, which obliged the Family 
to be upon their Guard, and the young 
Lady to be a Recluſe. About the mid- 
dle of the Summer ſhe went to a Place 
called Swaddling Bar, to drink the 
Waters for her Health ;——thither this 


unhappy Man went after her, and was 
ſeen 


(25) 
feen in a Beggar's Habit, ſometimes in a 
Sailor's ;—thus diſguiſed he was detected, 


and then ſwore in the Preſence of ſeveral 


chat he would murder the whole Fa- 


mily, if he did not get Poſſeſſion of his 


Wife! and yet fo infatuated were they, 


as to ſuffer him to get away once more 


to England, where he was ſuppoſed to be 
by Mr, Knox at the Time this fatal Event 


happened. 


le remained in Landon till the Month 
of October; and ſeveral of his Acquain- 


tance here with whom he ſpent his Even- 
ings have fince obſerved, that he was 


never eaſy when alone with them, but 
when Miſs Knox was the Subject ; and he 
has often concluded by ſaying, he feared 
that Affair would end in Blo d. 


D During 


: (. 26.) 

During his Reſidence in London at 
this laſt Viſit, it is ſaid, he gamed, 
cheated, borrowed Money from all his 
Acquaintance, and impoſed on many 
by forged Letters -and falſe Tokens from 
their Friends. 


It ſounds : ſomething ſevere to ſpeak 
thus harſhly of a Gentleman, particularly 
an Unfortunate One. But this Truth 
muſt be obſerved :—A Man of Worth and 


Honour brought to Diſtreſs by ſome un- 


foreſeen Accident, may, and often does, 
maintain his Integrity and good Name, 
under a ſeries of Misfortunes ! but when 
Gaming, ' or any other extravagant Vice is 
the Cauſe of Poverty and Diſtreſs, That 
Man too often deſcends to Mean Actions; 
aud he who commits a Mean Action is in 
great Danger of committing a BASE one ! 

| : About 


(27) 
About the firſt of November laſt; this 
unhappy Wanderer was ſeen ſculking in 
the Country of Ireland;— and two Nights 
prior to the Murder was known to ſleep 
with three of his Accomplices at the Houſe 
of one Mr. — a Hearth-money Collector ; 
>————and the Morning of the 10th, the 
Pay the Fat was committed, they all 
came. to a little Cabbin on the Road Side, 
where Mr. Knox was to paſs in his Coach 
and Six, with a Sackfull of Fire-Arms.— 
From this Cabbin he detached; one of 
them to go ſome Diſtance to. an old 


Woman on the Road Side, under Pre- 
tence of buying ſome Yarn of her, to wail 
for the coming of the Coach, and to en- 
quire whoſe it was. — When it appeared 
in Sight, he aſked that Queſtion, and was 
anſwered, that it was Mr. Knox with his 
8 going to Dublin.— He then made 

D 2 her 


628) 
her point to ſhew him how they fat, 
which ſhe did — Mr. Knox, his Wife; 
his Daughter, and Maid- Servant. — As 
ſoon as he had got this Information he 
ran off to inform Mr. M*Naughton that 
the Coach was coming, and to make 
ready; — that he had looked into the 
Coach, and that Mr. Knox was only 
attended by one Servant, and a faithful 
Fellow, a Smith, who lived near him, 
and was Foſter-Fathers to Miſs. Knox, 
one whom M*Naughton could never 
bribe ; for moſt of the other Servants 
he had tampered with, and when diſ- 
covered were diſcharged. So ſoon as the 
Coach came near the Cabbin, two of 


A Character not much known or regarded in 
England, but in Ireland of no ſmall Notice. —— 
That Man's Wife was Wet-Nurſe, and fuckled Miſs 


Knox, from whence thoſe poor People generally con- 
tract a faithful Affection. 
the 


(29) 


the Accomplices, with: Guns, preſented 
chem at the Poſtition and Coachman, 
which ſtopped the Coach, while 216 
Naughton himſelf fired at the Smith, whom 
he ſaw, with a Blunderbuſs; but miſſing 
him, the faithful Smith -preſented his 
| Piece, which- unfortunately miſſed Fire; 
on which A. Nanghton, and one of his 
Comrades, both fired at the poor Fel- 


low, and both wounded him. Imme- 


diately upon this, two Shots were fired 


at the Coach, one by himſelf, and ano- 


ther by one of his Aſſiſtants Upon 
finding they drew up the Windows, he 
ran round, and firing i into the Coach ob- 
liquely, with a Gun loaded with five 
Balls, they all took place in the Body of 
the unhappy Miſs Knox! Upon which 


the Maid let down the Window, and 


ſcream'd out, Her Miſtreſs was murder d! 
ä On 
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On hearing this, the only Livery Servant 
that attended the Coach, properly armed, 
came from behind a Turf-Stack, where 
he had hid himſelf, and firing at M* 
Naughton, wounded him in the Back ; — 
About this Time Mr, Knox from the 
Coach fired one Piſtol, which was the 
laſt of eight Shot fired on this RNS, 
dreadful Occaſion ! b 8 


Miſs Knox was carried into the Cab- 
bin, where in about three Hours, ſhe 
died! — The Murderer and his Accom- 
plices fled ! the Country was ſoon raiſed 
in purſuit of them, and amongſt others 
ſome of Sir James Caldwell's Light Horſe. 
hey were directed to ſearch the 
Houſe and Offices of one Wenſſou, a Far- 
| mer, not far diſtant from the - horrid 


Scene of Action ;—and though ſome af 


the 


(31) 
the Family knew he was concealed there; 
they pretended Ignorance ;——and after 


they had ſearched every Place without 
Succeſs, and were going away, — the 
Corporal thought of a Stratagem ; ſeeing a 
Fellow digging Potatoes in a Piece of 
Ground behind the Stables, he ſaid to his 
Comrades in the hearing of the Man, 
It is a great Pity we cannot find this 
« Murderer—this would be a good thing 


ce for the Diſcoverer - he would cer- 


« tainly get three hundred Pounds.” 


Upon which the Fellow pointed to a 
Hay- loft. 
ately ran up the Ladder and forced open 
the Door; upon which M*Naughton fired 
By the flaſh 
of the Piſtol, the Corporal was directed 
where to fire his Piece, which happily 


The Corporal immedi- 


at him and miſs'd him. 


wounded him; upon which he ran in, 


2 and 
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and ſeizing bim, dragged him out, when 
they inſtantly tyed him on a Car, and 
conducted him to Liford Jail, where be 
remained in the cloſeſt Confinement, en- 
tirely deſerted by all his Friends and Ac- 
quaintance, as appeared on the Day of 
his Trial, which commenced the eighth 
of laſt Month ; when he was arraigned, 
with his Accomplice Dunlap, before 
Baron Mountney, Mr. Juſtice Scott and 
Counſellor Smith, who went dowttupon 


a ſpecial Commiſſion to try them. 


Mr. M*Naughton was brought into 
Court on a Bier,—rolled in a Blanket, 
with a greaſy woollen Night-cap, the 
Shirt in which he was taken (being all 
bloody and dirty) and a long Beard, which 
made a dreadful Appearance! In that 
horrid Condition he ſpoke LY long Speech, 

pointedly, 


(33) 
pointedly, and ſenfibly ! and complained 
in the moſt pathetic Manner of the hard 
Uſage he had met with fince his Con- 
finement. — * He ſaid, they had treat- 
« ed him like a Man under Sentence, and 
e not like one that was to be tried. 
* He declared he never intended to kill 
© his dear Wife (at ſaying which, he 
wept) © that he only deſigned to 
te take her away, ———— That he would 
* make ſuch Things appear upon his 
« Trial, as ſhould ſurprize them all.” — 
But, alas! when his Trial came on, all 
this great Expectation which he had 
raiſed in the Mind of every one, came to 
nothing. | | 


The Trial laſted five Days. —— That 
firſt Day, the 8th, was ſpent in Pleadings 
to put off the Trial, and the Reply of the 

Sn E Counſel 


(34) 
Counſel for the Crown.——During theſe 


Debates, Mr. M*Naughton often ſpoke 
with moſt amazing Spirit and Judgment, 
and much more like an eminent Lawyer 
than any of his Counſel——and the Re- 
ſult of that Day was, that he ſhould pre- 
pare his Affidavit, which the Court would 
take into Conſideration. Accordingly on 
the gth he was brought into Court again, 
and his Affidavit read, in which he 
ſwore that ſome material Witneſſes for 
him. were not to be had, particularly one 
Owens, who he ſaid was preſent all the 
Time ;— but the Judges, after long De- 
bates, were of Opinion, that nothing ſuf- 
ficient was offered to put off the Trial: 
However, to ſhew their Indulgence, they 
would give him that Day, and Part of the 
next, to ſee if he could ſtrengthen his 
Affidavit by that of others, which were 

3 ; produced 


(35) 
produced on the roth but then the 
Court were of Opinion unanimouſly and 
peremptorily, that he had not ſhewn 
ſufficient Cauſe to poſtpone his Trial, 
and accordingly gave him Notice to pre- 
pare for it on the 11th, at eight o'Clock 
in the Morning. 


The Judges came on the Bench at 
nine O'Clock, and fat there till eleven at 
Night, without ſtirring out of Court.— 
During the whole Time of the Trial, 
Mr. M*Naughton took his Notes as re- 
gular as any of the Lawyers, and croſs- 
examined all the Witneſſes with the 
greateſt accuracy: He was obſerved to 
behave with uncommon Reſolution : His 
chief Defence was founded on a Letter 
he produced, wrote to him by Miſs Knox 
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to intercept her on the Road to Dublin, 
but that Letter 
was proved a Forgery of his own, which 
after Condemnation he confeſſed. 


and take her away 


When the Jury brought in their Ver- 
dict, Guilty, he told them, without the 
leaſt Concern, © They had acquitted them- 
& ſelves with Juſtice to their Country; and 
when Mr, Baron Mountney pronounced 
the Sentence upon him (and his Accom- 
plice Dunlap, who was found Guilty with 
him) which was dene in fo pathetic a 
Manner as very viſibly affected every 
one; yet M*Naughton appeared with*the 
ſame Indifference as at the beginning of 
the Trial, and only begged the Court 


would have Compaſſion on poor Dunlap. 


« He ſaid he was his Tenant——that he 
e poſſeſſed 


en 
« poſſeſſed a very profitable Leaſe, which 


cc was near expiring——that he had pro- 


ce miſed him a Renewal, if he would 


e aſſiſt him in recovering his Wife—— 


« that he had forced his Conſent to ac- 


te company him in that Action. 
te He therefore begged of the Court to 
ce repreſent Dunlap as a proper Object 
«© of Mercy. — For his own Life, he 
« ſaid, it was not worth aſking for; and, 
© were he to chuſe, Death ſhould be his 
© Choice, ſince Miſs Knox, his better 
« Half, was dead.” | 


Agreeable to the Sentence, Mr. M. 
Naughton, with his Accomplice Dunlap, 
were executed on Tueſday the i 5th of 
December laſt, near Strabane in the Coun- 
ty of Tyrone, Poor M*Naughton was 

brought 


ö 
; 
| 
| 
! 


1 
brought to the Place of Execution on 


Foot, but being weak of his Wounds, 
he was ſupported between two Men. 


— He was drefled in a white Flannel 
Waiſtcoat, trimmed with black Buttons and 
Holes, a Diaper Night-cap tied with a 
black Ribbon, — white Stockings, mourning 
Buckles, and a Crape tied on his Arm. 
— He defired the Executioner to be 
ſpeedy, who | pointed to the Ladder, 
which he mounted with great Spirit ; 
and the Moment he was tied up, he 
jumped with duch Vehemence, as ſnap- 
ped the Rope, and he fell to the Ground, 
without diſlocating his Neck, or doing 
himſelf much Injury. When they 
had raiſed him on. his Legs he ſoon 
recovered his Senſes ;—and the Execu- 


tioner borrowing the Rope from Dun- 


lap, 


7 -» = 

lap, it was fixed round the Neck of 
M*Naughton, he went up the Ladder 
a ſecond Time, and tying the Rope him- 
ſelf to the Gallows, he jumped from 
it again with the ſame Force, and ap- 


peared dead-in a minute. 


Thus died the agreeable, and once 


univerſally admired M Naugbton, in the 


thirty-eighth Year of his Age! deſerted 


by all who knew him, in Poverty and 


Ignominy ! 


It may be proper before we quit this 
melancholy Subject, to make an Obſerva- 
tion or two on what was fully proved 
by the Witneſſes at the Trial, but con- 
tradicted by the unhappy Criminal, who 
in his powerful Pleadings, attempted en- 

PE tirely 
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| O65: 
tirely to exculpate himſelf from the leaſt 
Deſign to murder any one, much leſs his 
dear Wife (as he always called her) ; he 
declared ſolemnly, that his Intent was 
only to take her out of the Coach and 
carry her off, but as he received the ff 
Wound from the firſt Shot that was fired, 
the Anguiſh of that Wound, and the 
Proſpect of his ill Succeſs in his Defign, 
ſo diſtracted him, that being wholly in- 
volved in Confuſion and Deſpair, he fired 
he knew not at what, or whom, and had 
the Misfortune to kill the only Perſon in 
the World that was dear to him — that 
he gave the Court that Trouble, and la- 
boured thus, not to ſave his own Life, 
(for Death was now his Choice) but to 
clear his Character from ſuch horrid 
Guilt, as deſignedly to murder his better 
i | Half, 


[4] 
Half, for whom alone he wiſhed to 
live, | 


Theſe were his ſolemn Declarations— 
but the direct contrary was proved in 
Court by ſeveral Witneſſes, which he 
croſs-examined with great Spirit; and 
ſeemed to infinuate, were brought there 
to deſtroy him: — And as the Jury could 
only form their Verdi& on the Teſtimony 
of the Witneſſes before them, who were 
examined on their Oaths with the utmoſt 
Care and Solemnity, they brought in 
- their Verdict, Guilty; it was that which 
extracted that Compliment from the Cri- 


minal, who ſaid, They had acquitted 


T themſelves with Juſtice to their Coun- 
* try! 


F But 


«a tdi. os. 
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But ben unhappy Man's Deſign 
to ſeize the young Lady and carry her 


off, is properly conſidered, what a Scheme 


of Madneſs does it appear! and that he 
ſhould get any Wretches ſo blindly infa- 
tuated to aid and aſſiſt him in ſo wild a 
Deſignl -Was not the Sack-full of Fire 
Arms that were carried to the Cabbin 


(and perhaps all loaded there !) enough to 
alarm them that Murder might enſue ? 


Do not moſt Families who travel with an 
Equipage and Servants go armed? and 
particularly that Family who had par- 
ticular Fears. 


Thus when the two armed Parties met 


in open Day, on ſuch a deſperate Buſi- 


neſs, what but Murder could be the Con- 


ſequence ? and after the loſs of two or 


three 


| _ 
three Lives, ſuppoſe the Aſſaulters had 
been Conquerors, where muſt they have 
carried their Prize? Would not the 
Country have been raiſed? Would not 
they have been purſued ?——Beſides, was 


not the young Lady going to Dublin ? 
a City that unhappy Man was too well ac- 
quainted with. He knew it is ſituated 
near the Sea; — that a well- concerted 
Plan laid there for carrying off the Lady 
going Home in a Sedan Chair from ſome 
Viſit, by bribing the Chairmen, and 
having a Boat ready on the Quays, might 
with ſome Degree of Probability have 
been executed. 


But without all Doubt, he made all 
his Accomplices and Aſſiſtants believe 
that his Deſign was only to take the 


* young 
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youhg Lady away, whom he declared to 
be his Wife——but the contrary appear- 


ed on the Trial: There it was ſworn 
by one of the Evidences, Mr. Af, that 
this unhappy Wretch had vowed long 
ago to murder Mr. Knox and his whole 
Family; — and 118 FAacT evidently 
appeared, that he had made not the leaſt 
Proviſion for carrying her off that Day, 


nor once demanded her at the Coach 
ſide. 5 


I ſhall conclude with the following 
cautionary Reflections on the high Ab- 
ſurdity of aN Fathers who have hand- 
ſome marriageable Daughters, contracting 
Friendſhips with agreeable young Gentle- 
men, and inviting them to be Intimates, 
unleſs they intend them to be Huſbands, 

I | and 
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and wiſh them to ſucceed with their 
Daughters! for are not the Eyes, of 
Courſe, directed to their natural plea- 
ſing Objects? And is not Love moſt 
likely to be the certain and natural Con- 
ſequence? When they meet alone in the 
Garden or the Grove, will not Love be 
their Subject? How ridiculous and ab- 
ſurd muſt ſuch Fathers appear, who, 
when the Diſcovery is made, are ſurpriz- 
ed and exaſperated, at what they them- 
ſelves have brought about! I will ven- 
ture to affirm, that this very Circum- 
ſtance has been the Cauſe of more real 
Miſchief in Families, than any other that 
can be named. Let all who have been 
guilty of this great Error, fmcerely and 
publickly repent of it, which may be a 
Warning to others. 


P. 8. 


[46] 


P. S, The unhappy Man, the Subject 
of theſe Sheets, has left a Daugh- 
ter by his late Wife, who in right 
of her Mother is entitled to 400 J. a 
Year, —She lives with her Grand- 
5 maother, who, we hear, has directed 
; ber to go by her Moether's Name, 
4 and will be called Miſs Daniel. 
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